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of the land, which may mean anything from an
act of murder to the leaving of a motor-car too
long at the side of the street. We will therefore
consider first the administration of the criminal law,
which applies to such matters, beginning at the lowest
courts.
If, in the opinion of the police, they have caught
you more or less in the act of committing a serious
crime, the proceedings may begin with your immediate
arrest. But it is more usual for the police to proceed by
laying an information before a magistrate, who will
probably have a summons issued, requiring you to
appear in court on a day named; or he may issue a
warrant of arrest, if he thinks this necessary to secure
your due appearance. In any event, the case will
probably be heard by justices of the peace, unpaid
amateur officials who are appointed by the Lord
Chancellor on the advice of a special local committee.
Every county, county borough or other large town
has its own commission of the peace, in which a
considerable number of leading citizens are named for
this purpose. Two or more sit at a time—there is
usually a regular rota—in each Petty Sessional Division
(of these there are more than a thousand in all), and
in populous areas Petty Sessions, commonly known as
the Police Court, meets daily. Two functions are there
discharged—the punishment of minor offences by
imprisonment for so many days or weeks or a fine of
not more than £50; and the preliminary examination
of more serious crimes, to see whether the evidence
warrants the commitment of the accused for fuller trial
elsewhere. In some cases, however, a person accused
of a serious crime has the option of a summary trial at
petty sessions, if he prefers.
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